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WELCOME  TO  OUR  NEWSLETTER

I want to take a moment and welcome you to the 

RAP SHEET, a newsletter 16 years in the making, its

relevance and importance never more necessary than in

this moment. This newsletter will reflect the good, the bad

and the ugliness society presents to our office every day.      

 I will do my absolute best to also capture the strength,

courage, mercy and grace of the victims who inspire us.

With so many sources of information to choose from and

the confluence of opinion and fact, let this document be

the document of record for me and this office, the office of

the People.

A  MESSAGE  FROM  DA  DAVID  SOARES

Here's  what's  in  this  issue:

Take a moment and peer into the workings of my office and please share your
feedback. In this issue we deliver the startling picture of gun violence in the City of
Albany and our prosecution of the reckless and dangerous offenders involved. Our
Financial Crimes Unit provides warnings of COVID-19 scams and what you can do to
avoid them. We are celebrating over 17 years of Restorative Justice Practices in the

office and we are sharing with the successes of our participants. Please understand our
policy to not disclose identities and names. The successful completion of the Clean
Slate Program results in dismissals and sealing of records thus allowing successful

participants the privacy they’ve earned.



Prelimiary Findings for 2020 to Date 

gun violence in albany county

Gun violence continues to harm our communities and negatively affect the livelihood

of the individuals, youth, and families who are exposed to and/or experience

gun homicides and non-fatal shootings. Those exposed to gun violence,

especially youth, are more likely to experience changes to their psychological,

mental, and physical well-being. Albany is no exception to the on-going gun

violence crisis. 

So far in 2020*, there have been 106 people shot in Albany County, and 11 of the

individuals shot have died as a result of their injuries. There have been six arrests in the

shooting homicide cases, and all six of the individuals charged in the crimes have been

indicted by a Grand Jury.  One has pleaded guilty.  There have been 20 arrests for non-fatal

shooting or shots fired cases, with six of those indicted, two pending offers for resolutions, one

resolved by plea of guilty, and 11 open and pending. A majority of these incidents are again

occurring in the City’s West Hill, Arbor Hill, and South End communities.

In one week alone (June 14, 2020 to June 21, 2020), we had 8 shooting incidents involving

injury, with approximately 20 persons injured and 2 persons dead. Comparatively, between

January 1st and August 30th of 2019, there were approximately 26 shooting incidents involving

injury, with approximately 27 persons struck by bullets. 

While community outreach is helpful, we are fighting against cultural and economic forces

that are deeply embedded and much larger than the criminal justice system. Although we

strive to prosecute shooting cases as fast and aggressively as possible, the effectiveness of that

is reduced by the combination of changes in bail statutes and the way release status can now

be determined by a presiding Judge in criminal and youth part courts. Along with the "no

snitching" culture that often inhibits people from coming forward with information, people

often fear retaliation for cooperating with law enforcement. 

(Continued on Page 3)
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*Preliminary data as of September 25, 2020



In all of 2019 we had approximately 67 cases of juvenile 

and adolescent offenders seen in Youth Part Courts.

 Thus far in 2020 we have already had 48.

Preliminary data for 2020 shows the average age of defendants arrested for

gun violence incidents is 23, with the youngest charged party 

age 17 and the oldest age 48. 

Meanwhile, the youngest victim shot this year was age 7, 

and the oldest was 46. 

The majority of gun violence victims in the City of Albany are
black males between the ages of 17 and 25.

Several of the young individuals (mainly males between the ages of 15 and 25)

involved in gun violence over the summer of 2019 are still out in the

community, sometimes observed in the areas of the shots fired, non-fatal, 

and fatal shootings that have continued to occur in 2020.

Despite being linked to multiple shooting incidents, these individuals often

remain out of  custody because they have been charged with "non-violent"

gun possession offenses, for example, when a firearm is recovered 

but unloaded. In other instances, the Courts have set 

lowered release conditions under the new mandates of 

"least restrictive means of non-monetary conditions" 

per the 2019 bail reform statutes. 

gun violence in albany county
Who Is Involved? 
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Remand/Parole Hold - In Custody 

Bail Set - In Custody 

ROR - Released 

Plead Guilty/Sentenced - In Custody
 

Posted Bail - Released 

In the 26 arrests in
shooting related cases in
Albany County this year, 

13 are out of custody

*Preliminary data as of September 25, 2020



CRIME VICTIM SERVICES

During  the  COVID-19  Health  Crisis  Albany  County  DA

David  Soares  wants  to  assure  you  that  his  office  is  still

here  to  support  victims  of  crime. Adjustments  to  our

process  have  been  made  for  everyone’s  health  and

safety. The  Courts  are  slowly  re-opening  and  both  virtual

and  in-person  appearances  are  resuming. While  we  may

not  always  be  able  to  meet  with  you  in  our  offices,

victims  of  crime  are  encouraged  to  contact  our  office  for

victim  services  and  “meet” with  an  Assistant  District

Attorney  (ADA) and/or  a  Victim  Witness  Specialist

remotely  via  telephone  or  video  conferencing.

Accessing Assistance During a Pandemic

ALBANY COUNTY SERVICES FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME
Albany County Crime Victim and Sexual Violence Center: 518-447-7100
24 Hour Sexual Assault Hotline: 518-447-7716

Equinox 24 Hour Domestic Violence Hotline: 518-432-7865

Albany County Mental Health Support Line : 518-269-6634 (daily 8 am – 5 pm)
Mobile Crisis : 518-549-6500

New York State Office of Victim Services: 1-800-247-8035 

National Domestic Violence Contacts:
24/7. Call 1-800-799-7233 or 1-800-799-7233 for TTY, or
If you’re unable to speak safely, you can log onto thehotline.org 
  or text LOVEIS to 22522

HELP
Albany County District

Attorney’s Office: 518-487-

5460 

Monday – Friday 

8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Albany  County  District

Attorney’s  Crime  Victim

Bureau:  (518) 694-8445

(monitored  voicemail  box)

In case of any emergency, please call 9-1-1
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Citizens should be very careful

about providing any personal

identification or financial

information to anyone. Personal

identification and financial

information should NEVER be

provided over the phone.

If anyone tries to contact you by

phone saying they are from the

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) or

the United States Treasury

Department and they ask for

personal financial information this

is a SCAM.

Protect Yourself: Never

provide your personal

banking information over the

phone.  If you receive a

suspicious check, verify it's

authenticity with your bank. 

Financial Crimes Alert

COVID-19  SCAM
PREVENTION

The Albany County District

Attorney's Office wants to put

citizens on notice of potential

scams involving the Federal

COVID-19 economic relief program.

You may receive a debit card in

the mail to access relief funds.

Although there IS such a program,

known as Economic Impact

Payment Card (EIP Card), through

the United States Treasury

Department, please take steps to

verify the authenticity of any

correspondence purporting to be

from the Federal Government.

If you receive such a letter, verify

the card through the US Treasury

Department or your bank before

activating.  Never rely on email

addresses or phone numbers listed

in the correspondence as they may

be fake. 
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CLEAN SLATE SUCCESS

We are thrilled to announce that two more individuals have had their

cases dismissed after successful completion of the Office of the

Albany County District Attorney’s Felony Youth Diversion Program

this month. The program is going strong, with over 12 graduates since

the program began in 2017, and over 20 current participants working

on completing their reparative agreements. When real reform is put

into place, it has a transformative impact on the lives of those

involved in the criminal justice system.  

y.

Felony Youth Diversion Program Graduates

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The Albany County District Attorney’s RECLAMATION Felony Youth Diversion

Program seeks  to engage the entire community in redirecting youth away from the
criminal justice system.  Candidates are screened through a structured Diversion

Board process.  Once accepted, eligible participants aged 18 to 24 charged with certain
felonies are offered the opportunity to take accountability for criminal wrongdoing,

repair harm to any victimized party, and become contributing members of community
– all without the stigma of a felony criminal conviction or time served in custody.

“I was treated like a person and not a case.”
- Recent Graduate

Learn more about our CLEAN SLATE programs at www.albanycountyda .com
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BADGE OF HONOR
If this year has taught us

anything, it is that the health and

safety of our families and loved

ones cannot be taken for

granted. To that end, we must

recognize the everyday heroes

that keep our world safe. This

month, our 'Badge of Honor'

goes to the sanitation and

cleaning staff in our Courthouses,

our offices, and our locations

where we meet with victims of

crime. We applaud their efforts

in truly keeping the public safe. 

Subtlety is not mother nature’s strong
suit. With warm temperatures slowly
fading, we are reminded that change

is upon us and the Fall of 2020
promises to bring change unlike any

we’ve ever experienced. Climate
change continues to wreak havoc

throughout a country simultaneously
being ravaged by a pandemic with a

national presidential election
steadfastly approaching. With Corona
virus deaths surpassing 200,000, this
threat to public health has impacted

every facet of our society and the
ongoing strain is immeasurable. As we
continue to take inventory on the this

pandemic’s impact we must
remember our victims of crime and

the additional burdens they shoulder.

Have ideas for topics we should cover?
Questions? 

Let us know...drop an email to
AlbanyDA@albanycountyny.gov and

follow us on social media @AlbanyDA

DISTRICT ATTORNEY DAVID SOARES

www.albanycountyda.com


